For years, the negative image of
the ninja — the label of ‘‘masked
assassins’’ — has plagued ninjut-
su practitioners and has prevailed
in the minds of those who are part
of a society greatly influenced by
mass media. If not for the various
ninja movies, television programs
and other activities portraying the
evil side of the art, there might ex-
ist a better understanding of what
ninjutsu really is — at least for
those interested. |

A total turnaround from the ef-
fects of this negative promotion of
the art may lie just around the cor-
ner. Through ANF sport ninjutsu,
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a concept whereby practitioners use
their ninjutsu skills and parapher-
nalia in various competitions, a
more positive image of the art may
result.

Dr. Jerry Beasley, a 6th degree
black belt who developed and heads
the martial arts option in physical
education at Radford University
(Radford, Virginia), created the
concept of sport ninjutsu in 1985,
In mid-September, just over a year
later, a special television program
was aired in Tokyo, Japan featur-
ing top ninja such as Dr. Masaaki
Hatsumi and Stephen K. Hayes.
Interestingly, Beasley noted, about
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ANF Sport Ninjutsu offers cdmpeti-
tion with many weapons, including
the dart gun.

20 minutes of the program was de-
voted to a segment on sport, or
competition, ninjutsu. Beasley,
who possesses a videotape of the
program forwarded to him by a col-
league in Japan, stated at least one
of the teams participating in the
‘‘superstars type of competition”’’
appeared to be wearing the toga-
kure ryu patches. Among the com-
petitions were obstacle courses,
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