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Large selection of martal
artsupples: Judo, Karate,
Kung-Fu, Tae Kwon Do
Unitorms, Books, Posters,
Weapons, Protective Equipment. and MUCH MORE

Send $2.00 for catalogue Wholesale and club pnces
available.

Shipping Charges: Orders under $20. add $3., Orders
over $20. add 10%. Ontarlo resldents add 8% sales tax.
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Peis Enterprises
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Scarborough, Ont. 209-8168

Send for free video listing
Instructional Video
Basic
Techniques (90 min.)

$1 9.95 (plus $5.00 P&H)

Send check or money order to:

KAMEKAN
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DUMONT, NJ. 07628
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The first "wholesale distributor’’ martial arts profit-sharing
organization is also America’s most prestigious name in
Karate/Tae Kwon Do instruction. Find out how more than
800 "independent”’ instructors have shared the honor and
respect. No politics, Just service. Complete salf-study
business/teaching handbook, videotapes. Free Dan Testing
with exact details from 1st to 10th Dan. World-famous Karate
College (summer camp), and more.
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Black Belts
Write for Free Brochure
Dr. Jerry Beasley,
Founder
P.0O. Box 402-IK

Christiansburg, VA 24073

JEET KUNE D

0 CONCEPTS

“Real” Jeet Kune Do

e shouldreally putan endto this
“real JKD” business before it
gets out of hand. | know that

immediately there will be outcries of "lt's
none of this guy's business,” but pity the
poor editor who has to open the hundreds
of lettersfrom outraged students and “fans”
who have been inflamed by a visiting
seminar instructor.

Actually, one does not have to be a
JKD practitioner to comprehend the situa-
tion. All one needs is access to the writings
of Bruce Lee and a brain. [ realize that the
second component is a pretty tall order
these days, but 'm willing to supply the
thought effort.

First, there are a select group of
people. They trained under instructors au-
thorized by Bruce Lee, at locations super-
vised by Bruce Lee, in something called
“jeet kune do.” Not “jeet kune do con-
cepts,” not “jun fan gung-fu,” but jest kune
do. They paid their money and received
knowledge. Their checks were cashed;
they purchased a service. Therefore, ob-
viously, they have the right to teach that
material and call it jeet kune do. Coming up
with esoteric definitions culled from quotes
(taken out of context) from specific philo-
sophical tomes, some of them incompat-
ible, and then redefining jeet kune do ac-
cording to these terms, doesn't wash. To tell
theseguys, “No, that'snotjestkunedobecause
by saying you teach jest kune do you're
making ita style and we allknow it sa styleand
I could goon like this forever if you'd letme...”
is like telling a university graduate his degree
is no longer valid because the parameters of
the degree program have been changed.

By the same token, itis alsowrongto
say that a person who trained in the core
jest kune do concepts and learned the
process of simplification and assimilation,
andwhothen goesontostudyand “absorb”
other arts, is also not pursuing a JKD path.

The problem comes in when people
want to learn every martial art in the world
and go out and study a drib of this and a
drab of that (in what little time they have
available) and then attempt to pass that

knowledge onwithout becoming sufficiently

- immersed in the systems to absorb them.
That's like learning a few phrases in French
and trying to teach and understand the
French language. It's also wrong to insist
that “Ifitwasn'tatechnique taughtby Bruce
Lee, it isn't jeet kune do.” This makes the
practitioner rigid and limited.

In short, the parties who feel that jeet
kune do is an ongoing process and the
parties whofeelthat Bruce Lee spenthis life
refining a devastating system, and that it
would be like trying to reinvent the wheel to
waste time dabbling in other areas, are
both right. Here is Southern California, the
Mecca of JKD, the instructors on the top
level seem to all get along very well. It
appears that their students, and | mean
seminar contacts as well, are quite vocal
over who's right and who's wrong.

As a creature of logic, | can't help but
think it's kind of stupid. If what one instructor
teachesworksforyouandyoulikethatteacher,
stick with that teacher. Does it really make a
difference what he calls his style? Would it be
any less effective if he called it "John Smith
Martial Arts"?

We are then led to question the mo-
tivation of the people writing letters and
complaining. Since many of them send in
letters on stationery with the “yin-yang”
arrows logo, and some of themeven refer to
themselves as “JKD instructors” or “JKD
apprentice instructors” {an oxymoron if |
ever heard one), could it be thatwe are once
again faced with people simply fighting over
aname? Are we again facing the possibility
that things are getting out of a hand be-
cause of a small group of vocal opportunists
seeking to cash in on a dead-man’s fame?

I may be wrong, but didn't a certain
“Little Dragon” once say, “Jeet kune do is
only a name...please don't fuss over it"?
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: John Steven
Soet is interested in hearing from
readers on this issue. He'll print
what’s useful, discard what’s use-
less, and toss in what’s uniquely his
own.
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