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Leaders
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Is the True Leader of the Clan
About to Step From

the Shadows?
By L. R. Ferolino

pon hearing the term

“ninja,” the average

American relates to an

image which has been
conveyed to the public through count-
less movies, videotapes, posters, books
and other types of media — the image
of the masked assassin, clad in his
black outfit and carrying numerous
exotic-looking weapons. To Americans,
the ninja is deadly. He's a vicious war-
rior constantly in search of an evil deed
in need of completion.

The public has been exposed to so
much of this exploitation that it's diffi-
cult to distinguish between what's true
and what's false about the art of nin-
jutsu. Many individuals don’t even think

60

of a “ninja” as a practitioner of “nin-
jutsu” — which is, in fact, a martial art!
People are so fascinated by what they
see and hear that their curiosity often
leads to sheer confusion.

And this entire situation may have
stemmed from the Japanese tradition
of passing on the secret knowledge of
ninjutsu to subsequent generations.
Even the legitimate instructors of today
have had to rely on this type of infor-
mation. In other words, the truth could
have been and still can be twisted (for
whatever purpose), and who would even
know or challenge it?

Recently it's been said that Ameri-
cans are not receiving the whole truth
surrounding the art of ninjutsu — not







