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Until a few years ago, the serious martial artist interested in
higher education had basically two alternatives. He could pack
his bags and head off to college, and between homework as-
signments, research papers and final exams, he just might be
able to find enough free time to participate in the campus karate
club. Or he could opt for a less strenuous course load at the
nearby community college, and hope for a chance to sneak out
for a lesson at the local martial arts school. Neither choice
seemed overly appealing.

The dismal situation was radically changed in 1984 with the
inception of a full-fledged martial arts program at Radford
University in Radford, Virginia. This one-of-a-kind, degree-
granting curriculum was the brainchild of Dr. Jerry Beasley, who
personally teaches nearly every martial arts class offered by the
school.

Beasley is not without qualifications. A martial artist for nearly
25 years, he has studied the gamut of combat arts: Japanese
karate, Korean tae kwon do, American boxing, kickboxing, judo
and jujitsu. The 1980s brought Beasley exciting involvement in
even deeper fighting concepts: the teachings of Dan Inosanto
and Bruce Lee’s jeet kune do principles.

The connection between Radford University and the martial
arts dates back to 1974, when Beasley, then a member of the
adjunct faculty, was asked to start karate and self-defense
classes for the benefit of the mostly female student body.
Beasley was chosen to lead the new program because of his
unique educational background: both a master’s and a doctor-
ate related to martial arts education.

Dr. Jerry Beasley, speaking to one of
his classes at left, masterminded the
martial arts program at Radford
University.

Students at Radford University in
Radford, Virginia, can take courses in
traditional karate (1), jujitsu (2), and
Korean tae kwon do (3), among other
martial arts.

Throughout those intervening years, Beasley formulated the
groundwork for a complete, multicultural martial arts program
that would parallel his own martial career. He planned to in-
troduce students to the arts of various nations, selecting the
most functional techniques from each style. Inthis way, Beasley
could mold new martial artists, not in the ultra-traditional, often-
biased fashion of many Oriental masters, but in a modern,
eclectic, decidedly American way. The long-awaited dream was

Dr. Jerry Beasley supervises a sparring
session by two Radford students. Head
and hand safety equipment is required
during sparring.
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