How to Get a Real Degree from a Real University!

fyou're a dedicated martial arts
kid with your sights set on
heading off to college after you
snatch that high school diploma
from the hands of the principal
on graduation day, you need to
think carefully about where you
go.

You may have seen magazine
ads for any number of “martial
arts universities,” but they usu-
ally turn out to be glorified dojo

with inflated titles. Don’t throw
your money away.

There is at least one real institu-
tion of higher learning, however,
that offers real college degrees re-
lated to the martial arts—and loads
of other majors as well. Its name is
Radford University, and it just may
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be the place you’ve been looking for.

Located in the city of Radford, in
a scenic rural area in southwestern
Virginia, RU boasts perhaps the
country’s only legitimate martial
arts curriculum. Dr. Jerry Beasley
is the man in charge, and he has
some simple advice for anyone
thinking about enrolling.

“The best way to prepare is to
make good grades in school,”
Beasley says. “You should be a good
student because it’s a college first,
and that means you have to get ac-
cepted. Once you're in, we'll teach
you martial arts.”

Beasley’s emphasis on academic
achievement has resulted from just
the type of phony ads mentioned
above; they lead kids to believe

s

their martial arts background is all
that matters because the martial
arts are all that’s taught. Wrong.
“One of the biggest misconcep-
tions is that being a good martial
artist will guarantee your admis-
sion to Radford University,” he says.
“Another problem is that people
expect that we have scholarships
ready to pay their tuition. Although

we're looking into setting some uj

we don’t have any yet.”

You know what that means: stu-
dent loans, scholarship applica-
tions, begging your parents.

Of course, having a black belt in
any art can’t hurt your chances of
getting in. “A lot of the people who
come in already have their black
belt,” Beasley says. “But don’t worry

Opposite page,
left: Kickboxing
legend Bill
Wallace i
always a
popular in-
ostructor at the
Karate College
training camp.
Opposite page,
right: Willie
Johnson (up-
olde-down) io
another regu-
lar at Karate
College

\
]
/

N

|
i

g







