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It is often said that while Bruce lee
was alive, he and his art of jeet kune
do were at least 10 years ahead of
the times. In the 1960s and early '70s,
Lee’s theories on combat were con-
sidered by many to be of the highest
level. It took most of the matrtial arts
community a decade to understand
his insightful writings. Now, more
than 26 years after his death, we
realize that some fighters eventu-
ally—and perhaps indepen-
dently—arrived at similar conclu-
sions without ever referring to
Lee’s work. The observation
could be made, for example, that
the winners of no-holds-barred
fighting events are shedding an
identification with the limitations
of style as they reach a level that
Lee may have originally envi-
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In this sequence, the jeet kune do-
strategies approach—which '
incorporates eclectic JKD, JKDcpncept_s L

and the original art—is usec
1o an attack. When Jerry Beasley (rtght)
is accosted (1), he stops the other man’s .
attack by tlicking his Keys at his eyes
(2), then terminates the assault with a

groin crush (3). Which art did Beasley.

use? Is there any art that could not fit

into this sequence? JKD can.be all arts ‘

yet is limited to no single art.

sioned when he created jeet kune do.
One has to believe that if Lee had
lived, he would take great pleasure in
observing no-holds-barred (NHB) fight-
ing events. He would also be equally
amused by the various “faces” his art
now wears. By all accounts, there are at
least four clearly discernible groups that
offer a slightly altered interpretation of
feet kune do (JKD)," and each group

seems 1o have its own agenda. Thatis |

not a bad thing; it simply -gives. testi-
mony to the lasting importance of Lee's
views on the martial arts.

Academicalfy trained in philosophy: | cal puzzles as | observed the formation
and sociology, |-have over the years | of group behaviors. Dependingon whom

'sought to understand JKD’s philosophi- | you ask, JKD is described in various ,L

Jeet kune do teaches that a martial artist should use whatever makeshift weapon is nearby. With umbrella m hand, Jerry Beasley
(right) confronts his attacker (1). As soon as he detects a kick, Beasley negates it with an umbrella strike to the knee area (2). He
then slams the implement into the attacker’s face (3] and delivers a front kick to the abdomen (4). Readers hoping to see flowery
techniques may be disappointed when they learn that in JKD; efficiency is anything that scores, the author says.
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