DOUBLE
MASTERY

‘A COLLEGIATE DEGREE
IN THE MARTIAL ARTS

You won't find it in a college catalog. In fact, Dr.
Jerry Beasley, Radford University professor and
martial arts instructor, may be the only man in the
United States to possess a post-graduate degree in
the martial arts. Beasley’s PhD was his own
creation, and in this exclusive feature, he shares
his experience in creating a unique doctoral
program.
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To the devoled student, the study of the
martial arts carries with ita built-in desire for
mastery. In his lifelong pursuit of perfection,
the student is expected to spend long, hard
hours working toward the goal. Traditionally,
atrue devotee would be expected to travel to
the Orient in order to master the arts in their
purest form, or become apprenticed 1o a
recognized master in an Asian country to
learn the secrets passed on from generation
to generation.

Although many students have followed
this path, there is an alternate course toward
mastering a martial art. This alternate method,
requiring the same rigorous study as the
traditional path, takes modem methods of
study into consideration.

To develop expertise in any number of
occupations, one needs to simply enroll ina
college or university offering programs in
that specific area. Unfortunately, martial arts
instruction has long been neglected as an
area of collegiate study, other than simple
introductory physical education or philoso-
phy courses. However, for the enterprising
individual there’s always a way around such
technicalities.

One martial artistwho has developed mas-
tery through the American educational sys-
tem is Dr. Jerry Beasley. “l was able to design
a graduate program to further my interest in
the martial arts” Beasley said. His story is
somewhat unique because he notonly spent
hours working on the physical skills, but, in
addition, long hours went into research and
writing. His approach was to develop the
mind in equal proportion to the development
of physical skifl. With increased knowledge,
he could more effectively develop his own
physical skills rather than continue to prac-
tice only those skills already developed. “My
research and evaluation resulted in new
training methods that are highly suited to an
American clientele,” he said.

In acquiring his own martial arts skills,
Beasley studied with a renown tae kwon do
master. He achieved the level of black beltin
1971. Within a month, Beasley (a junior in
college at the time) had opened a school
and was teaching under the master’s direc-
tion.

Unlike many of his karate friends who
complete their degrees and retired from
karate practice to pursue employment else-
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Double Mastery

Jerry Beasley combined an accomplished career as a private martial arts instructor with the
academic world, writing his own post-graduate degree in the martial arts. Beasley’s graduate
thesis concerned the occupational role of the karate instructor.
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where, Beasley chose to develop a career in
martial arts instruction. Although he had
decided to become a professional martial
artist, he was admittedly dissatisfied with his
temporary lack of knowledge. He had “pas-
sable” knowledge in the Japanese and Kor-
ean systems, but he still pondered over the
questions, “How were the masters able to
develop different styles of martial art and
how could someone else go about develop-
ing their own methods?” Perhaps these
questions could be answered through furth-
er study.

By fall of 1973, Beasley had enrolled in a
master's program at Virginia Polytechnic In-
stitute and State University to study sociology.
He maintained that his bachelor's degree in
philosophy was as close as one could cur-
rently expect to get to receiving a karate-
oriented undergraduate degree. Now, with
the more liberal graduate programs, he could
begin to focus on specific areas in martial

“In order for a
non-Oriental American
to be an effective
karate instructor, he
would have to pay a lot
of attention toward
recreating the Oriental
role model.”

arts education. He designed his graduate
program around a thesis dealing with the
occupational role ofthe karate instructor. His
premise: “As it presently stood,” Beasley
explained, “the martial arts were dominated
by an Qriental stereotype. And in order for a
non-Oriental American to be an effective
karate nstructor, he would have to pay a lot of
attention toward recreating the Oriental role
model.”

One of Beasley's research methods in-
cluded sampling procedures using a group
of pictures and the instructions, “Pick the
karate instructor” He approached people on
the street and showed them pictures of an
American and an Asian. The vast majority, as
expected, picked the Asian. Beasley also
traveled to a number of karate schools and
asked instructors what they felt they had to
do to be effective. He found that many
thought they were more easily accepted as
karate practitioners when they were dressed
in their gi, spoke one or more languages of
the discipline, and sought to maintain the
pageantry and ritual associated with the arts,

The conclusion Beasley found in defend-
ing his thesis was the non-Asian Americans
were the subjects of role stress. They had the
physical ability to do karate, but were often
inhibited by the fact that they didn't “look the

.






