


How Bruce Lee Continues to Influence the
American Martial Arts ¢ by Jerry Beastey, E0n.

: Few would argue that Bruce Lee was not the world’s most mﬂuentlal martial artist.
More than 30 years after his death, students are still imple-
menting his techniques and teachings in training halls around
the globe, and his accomplishments continue to be a positive

force that guides us toward truth in combat.
Lee was also the quintessential martial arts movie star.
Most American practitioners over age 12 have seen himina-
movie or documentary, and his most popular film, Enter the

Dragoni, has achieved cult status. His cinematic work is the rea-
son most often given when practitioners are asked why they de-

cided to take up the martial arts in the first place.

Proud of his art and secure in the kung fu skills he learned from wing chun
founder Yip Man, Lee traveled to Los Angeles in August 1964 to perform at the-
Long ‘Beach Intérnational Karate Championship. It was the most prestigious
event of the day, and its organizer, Ed Parker, was the man who pitched to Hol-
Iywood producers the idea of capturing Lee’s skill on film. Lee wooed the audi-
ence with his moves and sowed the seeds that would sprout into a martial arts
legend. '
During the 605 Lee supelv’lsed three schools: Taky Kimura’s Seattle (Wash—
ington) kwoon, James Lee’s Oakland (California) academy and Dan Inosanto’s Los
Angeles/Chinatoym gperation. L those early years, Lee did not yet call what he taught
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